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than the figures that have actually walked the earth 1
These angels that Swedenborg paints give us no very
high idea of their discipline and culture: they are
all country parsons: their heaven is a f^te champ^tret
an evangelical picnic, or French distribution of prizes
to virtuous peasants, Strange, scholastic, didactic,
passionless, bloodless man, who denotes classes of
souls as a botanist disposes of a carox, and visits
doleful hells as a stratum of chalk w hornblende!
He has no sympathy. He goes up and down the
world of men, a modern Ehadamanthus in gold-
headed cane and peruke, and with nonchalance, and
the air of a referee, distributes souls. The warm,
many-weathered, passionate-peopled world is to him
a grammar of hieroglyphs, or an emblematic free-
mason's procession* How different is Jacob Behmen!
he is tremulous with emotion^ and listens awe-struck,
with the gentlest humanity, to the Tewher whose
lessons he conveys; and when he asserts that "in
some sort, love is greater than God/* his heart beats
so high that the thumping against his leathern coat
is audible across the centuries. *Tii a groat differ-
ence. Behmen is healthily and beautifully wise,
notwithstanding the mystical narrowness and incom-
municablene&s, Swedonborg is disagreeably wise, and
with all his accumulated gifts, paralyses and repels.

It is the best sign of a great nature that it opens
a foreground, and, like the breath of morning land-
scapes, invites us onward* Swedenboi^ is retrospec-
tive, nor can we divest Mm of his mattock and
shroud. Sorafi minds are for evtr restrained from